(Dérnyei, 1998).

This app is arguably among one of the
education-related apps with few flaws, and
MacMillan hails it as “the ultimate mobile
English pronunciation aid for students
and teachers”. Nevertheless, two Iranian
EFL learners experienced some display
problems on different Android platforms.
Also, as intermediate-level students, they
wished they could eliminate some very
easy and basic words from their wordlists,
or even add some others, so they could
have more trimmed and user-specific lists.
They also emphasized the need for some
visual and pictorial aids to show the place
of articulation and mouth movements to
further help accurate pronunciation.

In addition, adding the pronunciation
of example sentences to the database
would be of great help as users can hear
the words in fluent speech. Unfortunately,
connected speech and how words are
pronounced when in larger units of
discourse have been largely neglected
in this app. This is a serious drawback
as rarely do learners use and pronounce
words in isolation.

Regarding the segmental and
suprasegmental aspects, this app fails to
address some elements like intonation,
connected speech, and sentence stress.
It seems that adding these to another
update of this app can make it more
comprehensive and educationally useful.
It would, then, be especially useful for
English learners in EFL settings. It would
also be helpful if other accents, like
Australian, were added to the application.

4. Conclusion

Winner of the prestigious British Council
ELTons Award 2012 for Innovation in
Learner Resources, this app makes for
a quite thorough, innovative, and easy

to use tool to master American and/or
British pronunciation. It proves to be a
useful and rather comprehensive medium
for both learners and instructors of the
English language, and despite its few
shortcomings, fills a technological void

in the realm of pronunciation. All in all,
this application is a great way to have the
English language phonemes etched into
our brains.
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o More

This last section is mostly about the
settings of this application (Figure 8).
Through this menu, users access the
settings part, in which they can switch
between the American and British English
phonemic charts. There is also an option
which when selected includes primary stress
marks in the Practice and Quiz sections.

Figure 8 — More Section

3. Evaluation

Sounds: The Pronunciation App is an
interactive English pronunciation tool,
which can be used by both students and
teachers. Created by one of the leading
publishers for English learning materials,
Macmillan Publishers, this application is
based on the book '‘Sound Foundations'
by pronunciation expert Adrian Underhill.
It has also incorporated his well-known
phonemic charts, in a fully interactive
format for both British and American
English, divided into three sections:
vowels, diphthongs (double vowels) and
consonants.

The app is quite user-friendly and has
a well-organized interface. The sections
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are clearly arranged and the menus are ;

easy to work with. Its free version is among
the highest rated pronunciation apps on
Google Play and iTunes. It is compatible
with both smartphones and tablets which
shows that the publisher has tried to

reach out to a wider range of users. The
premium version, which was reviewed in
this paper, has a lower rating mostly due to
its relatively high price.

The interactive phonemic charts featured
in this app seem to be its best quality as
users learn not only the sounds but also
their corresponding symbols. Furthermore,
the example words which appear at the
top of the screen make the sounds being
pronounced more comprehensible. The
audio files are quite high-quality and both
versions’ voices are clear. Another great
feature of this app is its recording option
with which learners can record themselves
and compare their pronunciation with the
model provided by the app. It also allows
comparison between the American and
British pronunciation of each word.

The words on each wordlist are all
among high-frequency words and
clearly show how sounds may come
at the beginning, middle, and end of
words. The app is also quite helpful in
practicing spelling while improving one’s
pronunciation. The option available in the
Wordlist section which provides learners
with the definition of the selected word is
valuable as it contains parts of speech and
example sentences to further clarify the
meaning. This also helps with expanding
learners’ lexical knowledge. The scoring
system in the Quiz and Practice sections
is also a great way for users to keep track
of their progress. This quite helps with
keeping users motivated, which plays a
crucial part in learning as motivation is
where the drive for learning stems from



o Quiz

This section includes quizzes on the
selected wordlists. These quizzes test
learners’ pronunciation mastery through
three language skills, each having the
same pattern as those in the Practice
category (Figure 6a). Learners can choose
from two types of quizzes: a timed one
(beat the clock) with three minutes to
answer the questions, or another with only
three chances to answer correctly and
achieving the highest score (Figure 6b).

READ

WRITE

LISTEN

HIGH SCORES

| Change Figure 6a

o |

,:" I*‘J 3 MINUTES

o —

Figure 6b

Types of Quizzes

More recently, and perhaps
more liberatingly, mobile
technologies can help with
pronunciation teaching and
learning as they allow for

individualized instruction
which can occur outside the
classroom context, relieving
the usual anxiety learners
experience in actual language
classrooms

e Learn & Teach

This section is grouped into two
parts: for teachers and for students.
Teachers will have access to lesson
plans, tips, suggestions for teaching, and
a pronunciation workshop on this app.
Moreover, there are pronunciation tips
and also a passage on the importance of
pronunciation available for students here
(Figure 7).

-

Figure 7 — Learn & Teach
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Figure 4 — From left to right, the steps of the Write section

The last one, the Listen category, follows These practice tests are primarily

the same first steps as the previous
two — choosing up to three phonemes
or a question set. However, in this part,
learners will hear the pronunciation

of a word and then have to type in the

focused on transcribing words to or from
phonemic script, and on listening to words
and writing them in phonemic script. There
is also a scoring system based on the
number of correct answers. In all these

phonemic symbols. By clicking on either exercises, the sound of that phoneme will

the check or show button, the correct
phonemic representation and the word
itself will appear (Figure 5).

be played by pressing each phoneme in
the phonemic chart.

Figure 5 — From left to right, the steps of the Listen section
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Foundations: Learning and Teaching
Pronunciation (2012) and an advisor in
the development of Macmillan English
Dictionary. There are two representations
of his charts, British and American. By
tapping each phonemic symbol, its correct
pronunciation will be played. Tapping and
holding each phonemic symbol plays not
only its sound but also an example word
with that sound, which appears at the top
of the screen.

o Wordlist

The wordlist starts with General T with
two categories to choose from. Choosing
each category takes learners to a wordlist
which contains the most general/frequent
words in English with either American or
British pronunciation. The list also includes
both the pronunciation of each word and
its phonemic symbols. By clicking on each
word, learners can hear it read out loud.
Moreover, users can switch off the sound
option and instead see a pop-up window
showing the word’s definition. Another
option available is the record button with
which learners can record themselves

pronouncing each word and have it played.

There are also a variety of wordlists for
popular Macmillan course books available
to buy. They range from elementary to
advanced; and some are even topic-
specific, including food and drink,
sports and games, etc. Each wordlist is
downloadable for $0.99.

e Practice

The next section on the list allows
learners to practice the words they have
worked on from each wordlist. These
exercises help users practice their
phonetic skills. This section is divided into
three parts: Read, Write, and Listen — each
enabling users to practice pronunciation

through one of these language skills
(Figure 2). The words whose pronunciation
are practiced are those from the wordlist
learners select.

PRACTICE

CURRENT WORDLIST

Figure 2 - Practicing Pronunciation
through Language Skills

In the Read section, initially, up to three
phonemes are chosen from the phonemic
chart. Alternatively, learners can practice all
phonemes in three question sets with 10,
25, and 50 questions. Next, a phonemic
representation is shown, for which learners
will have to type in its word. The correct
answer is shown through pressing the check
or show buttons (Figure 3).

The Write category starts the same as
the previous one - by selecting up to three
phonemes or the number of questions
learners wish to practice. Then a word,
which is derived from the initially selected
list, appears at the top of the screen.
Learners then proceed to type in the
phonemic symbols to form the phonemic
representation of the word. The correct
answer is shown through pressing the
check or show buttons (Figure 4).
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pronunciation. Seferoglu (2005) also
suggests that technology, especially in
EFL contexts where exposure to natural
L2 input is rare, can provide learners
with ample opportunities for practice and
communicative activities in the target
language. Levis (2007) goes on to add
that “for any teacher who thinks that
pronunciation is essential, Computer-
Assisted Pronunciation Teaching (CAPT)
is immensely promising” (p. 196).

More recently, and perhaps more
liberatingly, mobile technologies can help
with pronunciation teaching and learning
as they allow for individualized instruction
which can occur outside the classroom
context, relieving the usual anxiety
learners experience in actual language
classrooms. Moreover, such devices can
save classroom time to a great extent
and serve as an ‘assistant’ to teachers
(See Burston, 2013 for a review of MALL
studies). In this review, we make an
analogy with the term CAPT and suggest
the term Mobile Assisted Pronunciation
Teaching (MAPT) to refer to the application
of mobile and hand-held devices such as
smartphones to the task of teaching and
learning pronunciation. New smartphone
applications (e.g., Say It Out, Otterwave,
Speech to Text) are constantly entering
the market that claim to make the task
of learning L2 pronunciation ever more
exciting and personalized. These claims,
however, should not be taken for granted
as the jury is still out on the effectiveness
of such technological innovations in L2
pronunciation learning and teaching. This
paper puts the spotlight on one mobile
pronunciation application named Sound: The
Pronunciation App, published by Macmillan
Publishers Ltd. and explores the possibilities
it offers to learners of the English language
who want to master pronunciation.
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2. Description

The app is downloadable from Google
Play for Android devices and iTunes for
those that run iOS. Upon the first run of
the app, learners are asked to choose
between American English or British
English. This setting can later be changed
if learners wish to switch to the other
pronunciation. There is, then, a list from
which users can select different tasks.
The list includes: 1) Chart, 2) Wordlist, 3)
Practice, 4) Quiz, 5) Learn & Teach, and 6)
More (See Figure 1). Each option will be
explored in the following.

Figure 1 — List of Categories

There is, then, a list from which users
can select different tasks. The list includes:
1) Chart, 2) Wordlist, 3) Practice, 4) Quiz,
5) Learn & Teach, and 6) More (See Figure
1). Each option will be explored in the
following.

e Chart

This app makes use of the interactive
phonemic charts created by Adrian
Underhill, the author of Sound



KAbstract

1. Introduction

In a world where technology is changing
almost every aspect of our life, second
language (L2) education cannot remain
unaffected by technological developments
(Chapelle, 2007; Otto, 2017, Stanley,
2013 Wang & Winstead, 2016). L2
instruction now transcends the walls of
classrooms and is no longer confined to
paper textbooks and black/whiteboards.
On the contributions of technology to L2
learning, Larsen-Freeman and Anderson
(2011) state that technology facilitates
that process in two significant ways — not
only does it offer learners a wide variety
of instructional sources such as podcasts
and online dictionaries, but it also provides
more and easier access to the target
language and allows them to choose their
learning pace, level, and even location.
Similarly, Reinders and White (2011)
maintain that “technology has the potential
to not only provide access to resources
for learning in a superficial sense, but
also to offer increased affordances for
autonomous learning. Opportunities for
interaction, situated learning, and support
for learning outside formal contexts, have

Key Words : Mobile application, pronunciation, second

The starting point of this paper is the recent surge in using software and mobile applications
to facilitate second language learning, especially pronunciation. One such application, as
reviewed in this paper, is the McMillan’s pronunciation application, Sounds: The Pronunciation
App. Developed upon Sound Foundations: Learning and Teaching Pronunciation (2012), a
best-selling book by Adrian Underhill, it provides both learners and teachers with sound charts,
audios, wordlists, and ample opportunities to practice pronunciation through some language
skills, namely, listening, reading, and writing. In addition to suggesting the term Mobile Assisted
Pronunciation Teaching (MAPT), this review paper attempts to have a critical look at Sounds,
starting with a descriptive account of the app, followed by evaluation and empirical reports from
some lranian EFL instructors and learners. Its merits and demerits are enumerated and some
suggestions are put forward to make the app more useful and educationally effective.

greatly improved because of technology,”
(p-1).

One of the areas of L2 learning
and teaching which can benefit from
technological innovations is pronunciation.
As an integral part of L2 speaking ability,
intelligible pronunciation seems to be
among the more serious challenges
learners may face since, unlike vocabulary
and grammar, the speaking skill involves
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor
domains (Celce-Murcia, Brinton &
Goodwin, 2010). It is also one of the
most challenging skills for L2 teachers as
many are not trained to teach it (Derwing
& Munro, 2005; Jenkins, 2002; Szyszka,
2016). Derwing and Munro (2005, p. 389)
maintain “Other aspects of pedagogy
receive extensive attention in teacher
preparation courses and materials, but
in many instances L2 instructors are
apparently left to teach themselves
how to address pronunciation with their
students.” Technology, however, may
assist in this regard. It can provide learners
with exposure to native pronunciation
which in turn may contribute to faster
and easier acquisition of standard
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